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THE SUN, SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 1914.

CAUSES OF THE, WAR AS ..VIEWED BY "SUN" READERS
READERS OF "THE SUN" ANALYZE

MERITS OF STRUGGLE IN EUROPE

Justice of the Contentions of Germany, England, France
and Jtussia Discussed Dangors to the

United States Pointed Out.

Tun Sun has Indeed, ns ono corre-epomle- nt

expresses It, been Inundated
with views (if letter writers regarding
the Kiiropcnn war. As much of tho
deluge as space will permit Is herewith
printed. Tm: Son, It may bo pertinent
to remark, assumes no responsibility
either for any opinions expressed or
any preponderance of opinion upon ono
nlde or tho other. Its solo endeavor Is

to present such letters as may be In-

teresting to Its readers of nil shades of
opinion and without regard to nation-
ality. Its regret Is that tho exigencies of
space prevent tho publication of all tho
letters it has received.

SEES NO WARRANT TO
CRITICISE GERMANY

To tub Editor op Tub sun Sir: May
I have the privilege of uttering the fol-

lowing, words of warning through the
columns of your respected paper?

President Wilson's plea for the public
to remain strictly neutral has special ref-

erence to the offer of mediation he re-

cently extended to the warring Powers
of Europe. If we display a tendency to
bo biassed In our opinions the United
States will prove unacceptable as a me-

diator, for nowadays the people of all
truly great nations are known to bo back
of tielr Governments Germany being no
exception desplto the many odd benevo-
lent attempts recently made to prove the
contrary.

In tho flood of recrimination that has
arisen over the European war American
letter writers are rapidly allowing them-

selves to bo drawn Into positions that are
false nnd untenable, and are likely to
expose us to a great deal of ridicule.
For the simple reason that our own hands
are by no means clean there are at least
four points upon which these gratuitous
adverse criticisms of foreign affairs are
exceedingly 111 advised, namely :

First The criticism of militarism.
Second The criticism of Austria's ao-tl-

against Kervla.
Third The criticism of the violation, by

a powerful nation of neutrality of an
sovereign State.

Fourth The criticism of Germany's
nb.milnned attemDt at mediation.

llow can we afford to condemn the
militarism of Germany, which Is a very
ureeni of when we,
a nation of unequalled latent power and
resources, with no dangerous foes on our
tinnier, ulth no entangl ng alliances anu
with 3.00U miles of water separating us
from the scenes of European conflicts.
have n1I".it y a tremendously rormt
dable battle fleet, second to but one fleet
In the world? '

How can wc. In view of our treatment
of Kpaln, afford to condemn either Aus-

tria's demand on Servla. or her action
subsequent toServla's refusal of this de-

mand? Did we agree to have a Spanish
court Investigate for us the destruction
of the Maine? Kay, nay, we proved to
our own satisfaction that the Maine was
Mown up from without and thereupon,
though unable to connect cither Spanish
citizens or the Spanish Government di-

rectly with the outrage, we declared war
on Spain and spanked her well. What-
ever high moral grounds we may have
Mt forth to explain our retention of
Cuba and Torto Rico these cannot exceed
the Justice of tho seizure by the Ger-

mans In 1870 of the province of Alsace-lrfrrain- e.

which was originally German
territory.

We recently refused- to recognize the
Huerta Government in Mexico (which sev-r-

great Powers did recognize) became
we claimed that Its accession was Irregu-

lar and rested upon assassination. Huerta
protested that his Installation as President
pro tern, was entirely regulsr and that
the killing was subsequent to this and
occasioned purely by attempted flight
on the part of the prisoners. What-
ever may be the truth of this matter it
l .n undlsDiited fact that the present
Bervlan Government Is in offlee only as a
direct result of the brutal murder by
Servians of their own King ana yueen.

Austria did not go so far as to refuse
rejognitlon to the new Servian Govern-
ment, but she did very logically refuse
to believe that such a Government would
Impartially Investigate and punish the
murder of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and
Ms wife without the presence of Austria's
representatives at the proceedings. This
oRnmntlon was especially Just in view
of the fact that the murder was the
result of propaganda then very popular in
ftrvin.

Wliv not look facts In the face? If
nr tin solicited Interference In Mexico

ihort led to a conspiracy there resulting
In the murder of an American official.
even much less prominent tnan a

we would have handed Mexico
n. very short and harsh ultimatum, and
would have backed It up with our entire
navy and with an army of some 1500,000

men. An n matter of fnet we were on the
verge of doing all this for a comparatively
trivial reason.

How cm we afford to condemn Her-mnn-

violation of the neutrality of
weaker Stales when we contemplate our
treatment of Mexico? Did the fact tnat
we would not recognize tho Government
pro tern, give us the right to reverse our
previous neutral position to the extent
of ralKlng the embargo on arms and
thereby fostering n rchelllon in a friendly
neighboring State? We excuse our Inter
ference on high moral grounds, mu arc
v.o rlsht? A great many Americans who
have lived and worked In Mexico claim
that we are harking the "wrong horse"
and that matters will be worhn Instead
of becoming better, and Europe evidently
agrees with them.

tint nsldo from this, how can we
explain th fact that after agree

ing to u armistice with tho Huerta Gov
ernment we permitted tho hhlpment of
large eirpocK of arms for use against
MM Government? How can we condemn
the policy of Germany In violating Helglan
neutrality as a mlllt-ir- exigency when we
violated Mexican territory hy the forcible
lelzure of Vera Cru7. (nnd of Its water
works fifteen miles distant) ns a military
exigency to prevint tho landing of arms
lor the Mexican Government'

In what respiwt has Luxemberg suffered
through tho passage of German troops
(and In what respect would Ilelglum have
pUXtred In permitting a similar passage
of" troops) other than In such a blow
to ner national pride, as we cnnltr in
Tltcten without even the formality of
previous promises of Indemnity
torlal Integrity, kucIi as Germany offered?

Mexico has no nowerful frlnrfu n
the threat of our mailed fist wo have finally
coerced her de facto Government Hy
the reversal of our original neutrality, by
the violation (In spirit at least) of ourArmistice and bv t fniui- - i -- -
piMlcan territory we hay mad possible

11 " .i

the success of a great robelllon In a
neighboring republic.

o know very well that tho Niagara
Falls mediation conference threatened at
one time to collapse altogether unless
we positively prevented any further d rect
shipment ol arms to the Mexican rebels.

et we are now ridiculing dermany's
mediation In tho Austrian which
failed because the Ciar (who Invited
mediation) would not stop mobilizing his
enormous army and even refused to ex-
plain the object of his mobilization.

Is our position either fair or rogical?
Nnw York, August 20. A. W.

ENGLAND'S ATTITUDE
IN WAR DEFENDED

To the Editor or Tub Sun Sir; In
nn Interview latoly the German Chancellor
said : "The most IncomprtThenslblo feature
of tho present conflagration Is tho attitude
of Britain. What does England expect?
Why does she tight V

There Is no doubt that tho "Official
German Itcss Hureau" in New York has
circulated these questions, and because,
there Is no "Olllclal English Press Bureau"
In this city I venture to give the English
answer, which I am quite sure will be
heartily Indorsed by every Impartial
American.

To tako the last question first, "Why
does she fight?" She fights to preserve
the neutrality and territorial Integrity of
Belgium, to whicn Germany was also
committed by a solemn treaty now In-

famously violated. A glance at the map
will remind us that the neutrality and
territorial Integrity of Belgium Is as vital
to Britain as, let us say, tho territorial
Integrity of Long Island to our United
States. The presence of Germany n
Belgium would be about as acceptable to
England as the occupation of Staten Isl-

and by Japanese to tho State of New
York. To quote Sir Edward Orey's speech
In the Houso of Commons on August 3
defining the policy of the British Gov-
ernment:

"The honor and the Interest of the
Powers guaranteeing Belgian neutrality
are at least as strong y oa they were
In 18T0, and wo cannot take a more nar-
row view or a less serious view o our
obligations than was taken by Mr. Glad-

stone's Government In 1ST0,"
And Mr. Gladstone, as Americans know,

was no Jingo!
Not only the Independence of Belgium

but of Luxemburg was set aside by tho
German scheme of Invasion, and the Ger-

man autocrutlc Government Justified the
words of Bismarck that In case of war
"treaties arc not worth the paper thev
are written upon." In a word, Britain Is
fltrhtlne to uphold her honor as a treaty
making Power. She Is also fighting for
her own preservation as a world Power.
It Is not les true that shrf is fighting for
the cause of the independence of the small
nations.

Britain's cooperation with France was
wholehearted and sincere. It was based
on an understanding between gentlemen

to use the popular phrase. There was
no quibbling about a treaty whether we
meant what we saia or saia wnai we
meant. Britain's answer to Germany's
breach of International faith was a sturdy
refusal to assent to Germany's Infamous
proposals of neutrality. This she fol
lowed up by despatching ner neet to me
North Sea the real strategic centre of
marine power Just now and her troops
to stand by Franco's side.

That Brltatns cooperation was whole-
hearted you can realize by reading Mr.
Redmond's declaration of Irish patriot-Is- m

In the House of Commons.
The wider knowledge of the real

facts of Irish history," said Mr. Redmond,
has altered the view of tho democracy

of England toward the Irish question,
and y I honestly believe that the
democracy of Ireland will turn, with
tho utmost anxiety and sympathy, to--

England In every trial and every danger
that may overtake It.

"To-da- y there are In Ireland two large
bodies of volunteers. One of them sprang
Into existence in the north ; another has
sprung Into existence In tho south.

"I say to the Government that they
may withdraw every one of
their troops from Ireland. I say that the
coasts of Ireland will be defended from
foreign invasion by her armed sons and
for this purpose armed Nationalist Catho-
lics In the south will be only too glad to
Join arms with the nrmed Protestant
Ulstermen In tho north.

England's declaration to stand by the
side of France was supported by the
unanimous vote of the House of Com-
mons, as It Is supported y by the
unanimous voice not alone of Britain,
but of every section of her widespread
empire.

Britons everywhere, with calm convle- -
Ion and with full consciousness of what

this terrific conflict must Involve, realize
that anything would be better for their
country anything! than to slink away
like a frightened cur from tfie menace
of the Prussian Jackboot and risk the
Imposition upon Europe, of which Great
Britain is a part, of the absolute doml
nance of a Power which can act as Ger
mans have acted In this crisis.

The sophistries of Prof. Muensterberg
nnd other German pedants In this country
who describe this war as one merely of
Slav against Teuton will not appeal to
Americans, who know from experience
that both races make good American
citizens and that as regards the second
generation born In the United States one
Is virtually Indistinguishable from the
other.

As o the German Chancellor's first
question. "What does England expect?"
Two things chiefly, of which the first Is
tho safeguarding of the French coast
nnd shipping from attack by Germany.
Secondly she expects by sealing up the
German fleet In her homo ports or de-
feating It In the North Sea to maintain
tho ocean trade routes for the ships of
all countries except the enemy. Both
these things England appears to be ac-
complishing satisfactorily. The Mediter-
ranean Is tho second main area of strate-
gic Importance nnd there the warships
of France and England ore cooperating
to defeat the plans of German and Aus-
trian. Finally England has fulfilled her
promise to land nn expeditionary force,
estimated at 200,000 men, for the assist-
ance of France and Belgium.

England tried long, patiently and earn-
estly to avoid war. It was dus chiefly to
the efforts of Sir Edward Grey that the
present cntastrophe did not arise during
the first Balkan war. England would
have made every concelvahle sacrifice
consistent with honor to perpetuate peace
Slie has nil the land sho wants and
more. Shn has desired nothing better
thnn to be left alone In honest Industry
nnd to work with other enuntrles for the
advancement of civilization. Since, how-
ever. Germany desired war nnd not peace
England expects she will have It end In
full measure. Furthermore, England ex-
pects that the Power which has consti-
tuted Itself the mad dog of the European
crista wilt be so curbed shortly that tho

peace of Europe will be secured for an-
other long period. Finer S. Buixen.

New York, August 19,

JAPAN'S TRUE AIM
CONTROL OF PACIFIC

To the Editor of the Sun Sir; In
testimony of my competency to speak
with respect to Japan and her ultimatum
to Germany, I spent nearly live years In
the Orient and travelled much In Japan.
I think I know something of her and
her people. My experience with them has
forced uyon mo the conclusion that they
are a non-mor- peoplo; that they have
but llttlo sense of honor and nro utterly
unworthy of tho trust and confluenco of
tho Occidental.

I havo never doubted that a conflict be-

tween the United States and Japan was
Incvltablo sooner or later, and that it
would havo como before now but for
tho impoverished condition of Japan and
tho economic and political necessity of
her first settling her score with Russia.

The pltnary reasons for a conflict be-

tween us nnd Jnpan are that we stand
athwart the following nmbltlons nnd pur-
poses of the Japance, which will mako
the contest Inevitable and Irrcpresslblo :

Japan Is determined to control Ihe Paclflo
nnd tho trade of the Orient. Sho be-

lieves It her mission to net as the mentor
and leader of tho Asiatics chiefly, how-
ever for her own glory and her terri-
torial and commercial aggrandizement.
She Is, therefore, determined upon tho
establishment nnd maintenance In tho
Orient of a "Monroo Doctrine" of her
own. . She is obseaseil with tne conceit
that sho Is superior to the white races.
and It Is a thorn In her flesh thnt the
white races have not been, willing to
concede It or admit the Japs to their
councils and countries upon terms of
equality.

To secure this recognition she Is will
ing, when she thinks the time auspicious
to stake her national existence. All tho
hullabaloo she has raised over the Cali-
fornia Innd question Is a mere blind to her
true purpose. Sho cares nothing for
the land question per so. hut Is using It
simply ns a means of forcing Ameri-
cans to recognize and accept her people
on terms of social, political and com-
mercial equality.

There Is no circumstance or necessity
that warrants Jnpan projecting herself
Into the unfortunate contest now on In
Europe. She Is simply taking advantago
of the situation for her own aggrandize
ment and to strengthen herself against ahe
UnlKnl States under cover of fulfilling her
troaty obligations with England. Her
nolo purpose Is to oven an old scoro with
Germany and so to profit by this Euro-
pean conflict as to mako ready for the
contest with tho United States, which It
Is her undoubted Intention to wage wtien
whe feels herself equal to the task.

Japan's ultimatum to Germany con-
fronts our country with a very grave sit-
uation, far greater thnn our average citi-
zen realises. 'It demands prompt and vig-
orous handling If we would postpone
grave complications that lie In the future.
It Is a calamity that our country has at
the helm in such a crisis two such Im-

practical doctrinaires as Mr. Wilson nnd
Mr. Bryan, men who seom to prefer peace
to national honor and the prestige of the
nation.

This Is no time for coquetting with the
dove of peace and promulgating platitud-
inous sentiments to lofty and altruistic
purposes and motives, but to deal with
this situation In Its practical aspects and
so handle it now that tt may not develop
eventually to our detriment and possibly
our undoing. If tho President and Mr.
Bryan are faithful to the best Interests
of our country now and for tho futuro
they will nip Japan's plans In the bud at
once by giving her to understand In no
uncertain terms that wo will not regard
with Indifference her entrance into this
contest and that if she does take the part
indicated by her ultimatum to Germany
we will feel compelled to immediately
take tho necessary steps to protect and
conserve our present welfare and potential
Interests for tho future.

A. Sipnet Lanier.
Richmond, Va., August "1.

LIKES GERMANS, BUT NOT
GERMANY'S MILITARISM

To the Editor or The Sun Sir; I
do not believe 'that the German people
wanted war ; this country does not want

'
want war. This is why we the Ameri -
can peoplo aro so bitter against the
ruler of 'the German nation.

Wo like tho German raco individually.
We do not like their militarism, the cock- -
sureness of their officials In army and
navy. Wo did not llko It at Manila.
Tho President's appeal not to take slds
Is right as far as lending aid, but no
ono can smother the hope in every Ameri-
can heart that tho Kaiser will get his
lesson nnd get It speedily.

Thomas Jewett halloweli-Ne-w

York, August 21.

ENGLAND'S SINCERITY
IN WAR ATTACKED

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: Some
of our newspapers seem to have taken
tho position that England's war upon
Germany was caused solely by tho fact
that Germon troops entered Belgium with-
out tho consent of tho Belgiun Govern-
ment. Is It really any editor's opinion,
which ho desires to convey to his read-
ers, that England would have refrained
from striking at Germany at this ap-
parently favorable opportunity if Ger-
many had moved its forces Into Francs
directly rather than by way of Belgium?

Do the disposition of the French fleet,
plainly showing reliance upon England
to protect France In the Channel, and the
speeches of Sir Edward Grey seem con-
sistent with such a vlow? Furthermore,
what possible Justification could there b
for tho British Government, before the
British people. If It caused such a sac-
rifice of men and treasure, merely to
punish Germany for passing over Belgian
ground?

It Is difficult for me to understand how
any one can seriously argue that Eng-
land's attack was caused by the Invasion
of Belgium and not by the same greed
which caused her In Ireland, In French
and Dutch India, In French Canada, In
Dutch Africa, in Hongkong, in Dutch
and Spanish West Indies and South Amer
ica, In Dutch Australasia and, In fact all
over the world, to tako what she wanted
nnd to Injure and destroy her competi-
tors whenever possible.

Tho apologists who sdvance the In-

adequate and Improbable Belgian excuse
seem to me to he the accusers rather
than the defenders of Britain, unless wo
are to assume that war Is desirable
merely ns war. Furthermore, It might
be noted that England already, heron
doing anything to aid Belgium, has seized
sufficient of Germany's shipping nnd

nnd destroyed enough of her trade
to make a difference of millions of pounds
to the Hrltlsh.

One evening paper published a letter
from William O, Wlllcox In which he In-

timated that the sympathy of the Amerl.
ran people Is with the Russian-Japanes-

Belgian combina-
tion and that that Is so because of the
Americans' Impartiality snd not .because
of their Ignorance of Europenn-Aslatl- a

conditions, nor of any dislike to Germans
individually nor of any lack of apnrec a
tlon of the real meaning of this war even
so far ss America is concerned.

Mr. Wlllcox seems to take the nosl.
tlon that Russia's preparations to go to
the nld of Sen-l- wore Justifiable and thnt
Russia did not provoke tho war. but
that Austria and Germany did. Is not the
Austriin-Servin- n situation very slmlHr
io wnat woum nnvo neen tho United
ftates-Mexica- n situation If Gen. Huerta's
friends Instead of being suspected of
murderlnr President Madero wero sbso--

lutely known to havo murdered him as
welt as Mrs. Madcro and a considerable)
number of their friends and then had sot
up nnd maintained n government?

Supposo that then thoy continuously agi-
tated In our Htite of New Mexico (for.
mcrly a part of their country of Mexico,
taken from It by force and still largely
peopled by the samo raco) against tho
sovereignty of the United States. Then
when ono of our most prominent men
with his wlo went on official duty to tho
capital of New Mexico, they caused their
deliberate murder. Remembering our
premises that (as In Servla admittedly
Is tho enso) theso murderers never have
In en punished for their original assassi-
nations, but actually are In control of the
Government and are all the tlmo actively
ongaged In trying to disrupt tho United
Hiatus, Is It your opinion that tho United
States should have alowed them to put
themcslves on trial, Judgp their own
cases and award their own punishments
(?), or do you think that It would have
been not only right but necessary for tho
United States If It were to exist ns n
responsible Government to be sure that
tho murderers and agitators were pun-
ished and that the Intriguing should stop?

Now was not tho Austrian-Servia- n sit
uation very similar to that Imaginary
Mexican situation, only much more ag.
gravnted?

What wo actually did do without any
such necessity or provocation Indicates
what we would have done under thoso
circumstances. What then would we
have thought of somo half civilized Co-

lossus with an army six times as largo
ns ours which had calmly prepared to
ouport) our murderous, intriguing ad-
versary and with his allies had endeav-
ored to glvo the world the Impression
that wo were the disturbers of pc.ico?

In this terrible war tho sympathy and,
so far as It lawfnlly may be, tho aid of
every American seems to me duo to the
opponents of tho English, Japanese, Her-vln-

French, Russian and Belgian masses.
In tho first placo every American fa-

miliar with his country's history must
still feel anything but friendly toward
that England which fought against us
not ns u civilized country but with the
aid of cruel savages and against women
and children ; that England which, unless
on one occasion when her Interest was
tho other way, has neglected no oppor-
tunity to strike at this country nnd which,
ns a glance at tho map und the history
shows without possibility of contradiction,
has seized and plundered ull over the
globe; that England which has replaced
her former alliances with tho American
savages by an alliance with Aunties
against tho whites, an alliance wun
Japan, a power which England herself
and every country except tho United
States regards as nearly certain to make
was upon the United States.

Secondly, with Austria anu fermnnr
tt fs a wor of defence and of

while Russia fights only for ag-

grandizement and to distract attention
from her Internal troubles. Franco has only
the excuse that she was with Russia, right
or wrong, and Englnnd's apology that she
could not permit Germans to march
through Belgium certainly oems absurdly
Inadequate I have not heard Japan's
excuse, but without much difficulty she
should' And ono as plausible as those of
her allies.

Japan hrlnirs me to my "In the third
place" She will emerge from u defeat
of Germany greatly strengthened for that
conflict with us to whicn sno is looaing
forward and for which sho Is preparing.
What reason Is there to believe that Eng-
land, after fighting with savages against
us, and with Japanese nnd Russians
against civilized and to her by blood re-

lated Germany, would sympathize with
us rather than with the ally to whom
sho would be indebted when tho Japanese-America- n

war arrives?
Not only past experience, not only

the merits of tho present situation, but
even st and tho wish for tho
preservation and peace of his people and
his country all seem to me to call upon
the patriotic American to oppose the
Asiatic-Europea- n alliance. H. B. L.

PLEADS FAIR PLAY FOR
GERMANY'S CAUSE

To tub Editor or The Sun Sir; The
Sundat Sun of the 16th brings a lettor
from Stewart Browno viewing nnd criti-
cising tho Germans and the descendants
of Germans on account of objecting to
tho atltude of the American press toward
the Germans, yes. toward Germany and
th Kaiser.

If news Items were only published
there could be no objections to them,
but It Is not that. It Is the comments
thereon and tho editorials, marked by
animosity, contempt, aye, even hatred,
that have called out every man who
wants fair play and has a spark of Ger-

man manhood left In his breast, be he
German or American born,

I am an American, nom or German
parents, who came here In 1852. I never
saw Germany, but I admire It for Its
greatness, Its art, culture, science, re-

search and learning. I admire the Kal- -
er, tho professor, the soldier, the peas

ant and workman, an oc wnom nave
made Germany great and glorious, and
these men nnd these qualities belittled
by peoplo I refrain to speak
of their records.

Tho German born and American born
of German descent would be cads and
poltroons unworthy of their manhood did
they not vigorously resent wouki an
Irishman, an Englishman, a Frenchman
or any other man with any sparjt of right
or respect left tolerate It?

Reverting again to the letter compli
mentary, we are told tne Germans, 7u
ner cent, of them, left their country to
escape military service. We have in this
country an organization of many thou
sands, tho German KrlegerDuna. com-
posed of men who fought and bled In
German wars. Did they escape military
service? Agnln, did the 200,000 Germans
who fought 1n the war between the North
and South for their adopted country es-

cape military service?
Slurs like these are uncalled for; they

are resented. Tho Germans from the very
beginning hod to light to mako their
presence felt In this country. They often
received any but scant recognition, al
though of all tho Immigrants who came
to this land they were the most orderly
and law abiding. They brought more
learning, more money, more qualities than
any of the others.

It Is true of late the American papers
have receded somewhat, but the harm has
been done and will not easily bo forgot,
ten.

How enn the American feel kindly
toward England? She Is groi.t true,
but only England's friend. , Shall we
Americans apologize for the American
Revolution nnd the war of 1812? The
English navy rules the sea; the Ameri-
cans wero Informed of that the other day :
"The Atlantic Is clear of tho enemy."
Walt till American ships are searched
In this war for contraband, then we wilt
hear a howl go up, which at the present
tlmo Is qi!(Kent, nlthough Japan, Eng-
land's ally, is taking the first step, not
only Inimical to Germany but ito America.

Perhaps In time we will be friendly
with Germany, with the Knlser, when our
eyes aro opened nnd our minds nro clear
by acknowledging tho fnct that England
Is not and never was our friend ; that
Franco ind Russia, nlthough they have
done us a few favors, are not with us
In the hour of our troubles; nnd then
who will bo our friend?

John Brown,
New York, Auguit 20,

ENGLAND'S RAPACITY
BLAMED FOR WAR

To the KniTOR or The Sun Sin It
must hurt ono and nil who know better,
yes, know that the exact opposite Is true.
to read In American newspapers that tho
uerman jtalaer is.tha causa of this war.

That ho Is a paranoiac, a crazy man run-
ning amuck, plunging Germany and Eu-
rope into a "hell boll."

You who have eyes o read and a mind
to think read this and then do your own
thinking.

The war of 1870-187- 1 between Franco
and Germany was foisted upon Germany
by Napoleon III. and his Spanish wife,
Eugenie. After Queen Isabella of Spain
fled from Spain, Spntn was without a
ruler and they chose a German Prince to
become King of Spain.

Napoleon ill., Emperor of France, sent
Ambassador Bencdettl with tho messago
to William I., King of Prussia, then In
Bath-Em- s taking his summer vacation,
that he (Napoleon) would not allow a
German to become King of Spain. Na-
poleon's wife being Spanish he and sho
considered themselves next to Spain nut
only In the geographical sense. King
William said, "For my part tho Span-lar-

mny get a king where they pleaso;
but for harmony's sao I shall see that
the German wilt not accept tho crown
of Spain."

William thought the affair thereby con-
cluded, hut tho Ambassador returned af-
ter communicating with Napoleon and
Eugenie with the messsg- - that that would
not satisfy, but that a document should
be created In which King William for him-
self, his heirs and successors would bind
himself never to allow n German to become
King of Spain. Thereupon King Will-lai- n

rose, turned his osck upon tho
nnd said, "You sco what I am

doing. Report this as my answer."
Whereupon Franco declared- - war upon
Germany.

This war declaration and proclamation
came like a stroke of apoplexy upon Ger-
many. There had not been even a
stormy cloud on tho political tiorlzon. Ger-
many was entirely unprepared. The 71) th
Infantry regiment In Emden, my native
town, had to hasten uack from summer
encampment to their armory for their war
equipments. Yot the Germans were in
France befoie the French eu'-- l Ket over
the unprotected border and all the war
was waged In France.

After France was vanquished and peaco
made tho two former German provinces.
Alsaee nnd Lorraine, whero German was
spoken, came back to Germany, nnd Ger-
many wns so very tenlent with Franco
that they could pay he war Indemnity
right off. Germany could havo got ten
times as much.

Since then, for forty-thre- o and a hulf
years of mobilized peace. Franco has been
howling rovonge. Germany, expecting In
vasion from day to day, had to keop her-
self armed In equn! ratio. But France did
not 'havo courage to tackle Germany alone.
In spite of having to keep paoo with
Franco In arithmetical progresslin Ger
many made such unprecedented progress
in science. Industry nnd oversea commerce
that England, formerly the worlds br
ker, saw herself lagging behind. It saw
that It could not compete with Germany
In a peaceful way, so It resolved to smash
Its competitor, no International law as yet
preventing. Yea, It Is England's eco-
nomic necessity if sho will not fall Into
peaceful desuetude.

England is entirely dependent on Its
oversea commerce cannot feed herself,
not even London. England started to
build dreadnoughts and superdread-nought- s.

Germany knew what that
meant. Germany had to build new war-
ships and tax Its country's resources to
tho utmost. "Proud Albion" was too
much u coward to measure lengths with
Germany alone.

Germany made an appeal to her
wealthy people to part with quite a share
of their wealth for tho saving of tho
Fatherland.

Russia, repulsed by Japan In the East,
now turns west Its mouth of rapacity.

England, fanning the French flame
of vengeance and the' Russian flame of
rapacity, now uses theso to tho pitied, be-
nighted people and their poor populace
for her own selfish end to pull for Eng-
land English chestnuts out of the fire In
this their riiost desperate struggle for
exlstjnce. I fear not for Germany: but
my heart aches for tho sacrifices sho has
to suffer and has to inflict. Germany will
not lose. Besides from 8.000,000 to 12,- -
000,000 men, 3,000,000 German women
will take the field. They are all willing
to die for Fatherland nnd their Kaiser.
.whom they all adore.

Henrt F. Risen, M. D.
Brooklyn, August IS.

"DESPICABLE ACT," SAY
MEN OF GERMAN BLOOD

To the Editor or The Sun Sir:
Your editorial entitled "A Monstrous Im-
pudence" expresses Just Indignation over
a despicable act on the part of a small
group of Germans residing In America
who for purposes best known to them
selves at this time assume the title of
"German Americans." Nevertheless your
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editorial should not pass unchallenged,
slnco It Implies an attack, perhaps unin
tended, upon all Americans of German
descent

We, tho undersigned, consider ourselves
Americans and nothing else. Wo aro cit
izens of the United Statu and fully ap
preciate tho opportunities Vhlcli our great
nation Is extending to us. We cannot
understand by what process of reasoning
we should Imagine ourselves bound by any
other allegiance except to tho Stars nnd
Stripes.

We believe wo express tho sentiments or
a greater proportion of Americans of Ger-
man extraction than did the underhanded
clique which tried to sow dissension In
California by writing an uncalled ror note
to the Governor of one Stato Instead of ad-
dressing tho Chief Executive of a united
nation a treasonable net which should
bo punished as such.

Thousnnds of us Americans (we will
not allow ourselves to bo called anything
else) havo enjoyed the liberty and pros-
perity of tho United Stntes for many
years and we know no loyalty save to our
own Government and recognize no Inter-
ests save thoso of this our country.

A Group or Americans.
or German Descent.

New York, August 21.

ASKS WHY "NO PRUSSIAN
VILLAGE MOURNS"

To tub EoiTon or Tub Sun Sir: The
Army of tho Meuse Is burning its Saxon
i.i mi Thi) Swlui In Basel are tending
Wii 'tt'inbergcrs, A single lumlet In the
Schleswig duchy lost five boys on Wednes-
day and tho petty district of which It Is
a part lost eighty In all on that day.
At Longwy the and

dead and wounded cumber the
earth. It was thus aUo In 1870-7-

Wo have many thoughtful German
American fellow citizens; they know tho
lesson. But also we have many unthink-
ing German American fellow citizens.
Wilt you not for their ndvnntngo detail
the reason of state which results In
tho fnct that no Prussian village mourns?

New York, August 21. C. S. D.

PUTS SOLE BURDEN OF
BLAME ON THE KAISER

To the Editor or Tub Sun Sir: Will
you permit mo to givo expression to
a small portion of thnt opinion of the
American people on Germany s present
conflict Invited by 'her Chancellor In his
remarkable statement recently published
In New York papers?

Tho responsibility for the present war
lies nt Germany's door and upon tho
Knlser as the head of her military party.
Without her backing Austria would never
have dreamed of engaging Russia over
Servla. And ns between Austria and
Servla, while tho assassination of the
Austrian Archduke Is to bo regretted, It
was but Rervlas attempt to bo rid of
tho oppressor, of tho one who might havo
become her nrch oppressor.

But tho latter event was but a mero
pretext for the acts of Austria and Ger-
many. Tho truth Is Germany wanted
war. Her enormous war machine of so
many years building must bo tried out.
Her haughty military spirit must bo
satisfied. The Insolence and arrogance
of a nation mad with pride must be
wreaked upon any who dared to oppose
her will. Germany's mask Is off. She Is
now showing openly for what she ha been
preparing for years utterly ruthless,
knowing no law but tho sword, an outlaw
among the nations, her hand ngJlnst the
world. Is It any wonder that her appeals
for American sympathy must fall upon
deaf ears? '

And what wo do not give freely we
cannot bo scared Into by tho threat of
pan-Slav- domination and barbarism a
bogy min materialized over night to give
semblance of Justice to Germany's am-
bition to dominate Europe and through
Europe tho world. True, the Inst hours
of Germany's victims may be eased by
their gratitude to tho Kaiser for having
rescued them from Russian barbarism, but
we doubt If their extremity would wel-
come more tho keen edged sword of civil-
ized Germany than barbarlo Russia's.

With all sympathy for tho German peo-pi- e

as such, simple kindly, home loving
folk plunged Into misery and suffering
by tho madness of their masters, perhaps
the greatest comfort which can bo of-

fered them la that with Germany's In-

evitable defeat In this world struggle will
como the end of militarism In Europe.

John Ridowat.
New York, August 21.

A GENTLE HINT TO
GERMAN AMERICANS

To the EotTOR or The Sun Sir: Anent
tho entry of Japan Into the great wir
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and the consequent efforts of our fellow
citizens of German origin to lnfluenct
our foreign policy In the shape of prw.
tests to and to Gov, Hlranx
Johnson of California, would It not t
far moro admirable to further tho peacs
mediation efforts of tho President rather
than tho war plans of Germany 7

What a tremendous step toward thtstoppage of tho carnage nnd destruction
now going on all over Eurnpo If uacrmnn American citizens would ho,,,
mass meetings nil over the country ,.rj
Join In a monster petition of p ,t,,t
against tho war and plead for peace tmiil-ntlo- n

ns proposed by our hum-wi- I v.

President I What nn exnmplo tills .vu,,l
bo to other nationals domiciled or

licie I

The dlfllculty with our German inrn-ca- n

friends Is that they are far ti ri
concerned with tho success of tho tile
plans of tho military staff at li n
rnthor thnn with the hununltnr!.

nt Washington.
Is It possible thnt our pro-O- r ,n

citizens nrc also under tho msu- tij
of tho Mntled Fist?

Let such petitions be drawn nnd signed
by tho several groups of naturalized id.
sens here, and each one be carried over
nnd presented by tho Red Cross co-
ntingent delegation from this side for the
work of mercy nnd relief to tho unhappy
victims of this lapse Into the Stone Age.
That would be real Americanism nnd real
neutrality. David Gordon

Nbw York, August 20.

PLEA FOR EXPRESSION
OF PUBLIC

To thk Editor or the Sun Sir1 It wilt
bo unfortunate If President Wllwn'i
enrnest and slncero appeal for modera
tion of expression bo construed to requlrs
a cessation of nil discussion relative to
the Issues now at stako In the European
embroilment.

A war on such a glgamlc seals as
this, with the accompanying slaughter of
thousands whohnvo not tho least quar-
rel with one nnothcr, Is an evil and
monstrous thing. Whatever persons,

or conditions may prove to tw re-

sponsible for It deservo to be held up to
the abhorrence of mankind, that hereafter
their example or Influence may be
shunned nnd avoided.

I express no opinion here as to the
responsibilities. But should It appear
that tho present issues are, or should a
situation develop where tho Issues become.
,t question between the old order and the.
new, "our side of this question is settled
for us , our placo is on tho side of free
Institutions." In such cast) those of us
voho perceive the realities should "not be
unseasonable In the expression of our re-

gard," nor ought wo "In the hour of
utmost peril withhold such encourage-
ment as might bo properly and lawfully
given nnd when tho crisis is past ove-
rwhelm the rescued sufferer with kindness."
It Is "not necessary that we should fur-

nish armies or navies to tho cause uhloi
we bellevo to bo tho Just ono." To quote
further from tho elonuent declarations nt
"Daniel Wtbster ninety years ago.

"The public opinion of tho civilized
world Is already able to oppose the most
formldablo obstruction to the progress of
Injustlco nnd oppression; and as It grows
moro Intelligent and moro Intense It will
be more and more formidable. It may be
silenced by military power, but It cannot
be conquered. Until this be propitiate!
or satisfied It Is vain for power to talk
cither of triumphs or repose. It follows
tho conqueror back to tho very scene of
his orations. It turns to bi-
tterness the cup of Ws rejoicing and

him with the sting which belonus
to the of having outrages'
the opinion of mankind."

Such an Intelligent public opinion, the
terror of oppressors and tyrants, can
only evolve from a frank facing of the
Issues and a full and free discussion. To
keep such discussion within the bounds
of moderation and to conduct It "with
charity to all and malloo toward none"
Is the Ideal for whloh we should strive.
But to seek to go further and to with-
hold from whichever contenders we feel
to have tho Just cause those sympathetic
expressions that cheer and hearten thou
who aro bearing the brunt of conflict,
while wa wait to see which side may have
the heaviest battalions, goes beyond a
counsel of perfection and reaches moral
cowardice.

And if in the course of the discussions
requisite to develop public opinion box
unfortunately may exceed the bounds of
moderation and give expression to opin-
ions distasteful or perhaps even abhor-
rent to tho majority lot them be unmo-
lested In order that they may serve. In
the words of Jefferson, "as monuments
to tho safety with which error of opinion
may be tolerated If reason bo left free to
combat it" A. C. Pletdelu

New York, August 21.
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